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Blessed Hope— Rapture See bulletin for 32nd Sunday Year A. See the main box on the
website for this link.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Dr. Dwight J. Pentecost writes:
The present age, in respect to the true church, terminates with the translation of the church into
the Lord’s presence. The doctrine of the translation of the church is one of the major
considerations of the Eschatology of the New Testament (John 14:1-3; 2 Thess. 2:1; 1 Thess.
4:13-18; 1 Cor. 1:8; 15:51-52; Phil. 3:20-21; 2 Cor. 5:1-9).
Pentecost, J. Dwight. Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 29342937). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
The third prevalent interpretation of the question of the time of the rapture in relation to the
tribulation period is the pretribulation interpretation, which holds that the church, the body of
Christ, in its entirety, will, by resurrection and translation, be removed from the earth before any
part of the seventieth week of Daniel begins.
Pentecost, J. Dwight. Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 35703573). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
WHERE IS THE WORD RAPTURE IN THE BIBLE?
1 Thess. 4:17 “...then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: “deinde nos, qui vivimus, qui relinquimur, simul rapiemur
cum illis in nubibus obviam Dominio in aera…”
“deinde nos, (then we) qui vivimus (who are alive), qui relinquimur (and remain), simul rapiemur
cum (at the same time be caught up together with) illis in nubibus (in those clouds) obviam
Dominio in aera (to meet the Lord in the air)…”

rapiemur “ be caught up” nickname: “Rapture”
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(pg. 1476) John 14:1-3 14 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in
Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions;[a] if it were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you.[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
( pg. 1645) 2 Thess. 2:1-4 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either
by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ (the Lord) had come.
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away
comes first, and the man of sin (lawlessness) is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the
temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
(pg. 1575) 1 Cor. 1:8 (4-9) I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which
was given to you by Christ Jesus, 5 that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance
and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you come
short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also
confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
(pg. 1594) 1 Cor. 15:50-52 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed.
(pg. 1631) Phil. 3:20-21 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed
to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to
Himself.
(pg. 1600) 2 Cor. 5:1-9 5 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have
a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed,
having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being
burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be
swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has
given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at
home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
The Judgment Seat of Christ
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.
See Matthew 25:1-13 for the wise and foolish virgins watching for the Lord’s return.

