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Ray Of Hope
Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ
“My House shall be a house of prayer for All People.”
(Isaiah 56:7)

Founded: 10/31/1983. Now in our Thirty-sixth year of Ministry.
MISSION: Love God, Love your neighbor,
make disciples of every person everywhere.
(Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 28:19)
“This is the time we need to shine.”
“We are standing in Faith and Expecting Victory in 2017.”
Veronica Floyd, Moderator

Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B, Appointed Pastor
A very special welcome to our visitors.
You are as welcome here as Jesus Christ Himself.
Scripture exhorts us: “Welcome one another, then, as Christ
welcomed you, for the glory of God” Romans 15:7 (NABRE – 2011)
Guests are invited to participate in all parts of the worship service as you feel comfortable. We are building a wonderful Christ-centered Community here, and we invite
you to share in our joy! After the Worship Service, please join us for a time of refreshments and sharing.

December 2, 2018 Advent Wk II - Peace Year C

ESCHATOLOGY WEEK 2 of 5
Ray Of Hope Church teaches the same Christian faith of ancient
ecumenical consensus. St. Vincent of Lerins, a fifth century monk
and theologian, described it as
“what has been believed always, everywhere, and by all.”

Scripture Readings for this worship event:

First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9 not in our NRSV
Psalm: Psalm 126: 1-6 Responsorial psalm inside bulletin.
Second Reading: Phillipians 1:3-11 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg.
196
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 NRSV 2ND Testament page 60
(We suggest you find these Scripture readings in your Bible
and place a marker in them before the Worship begins. The
readings are also printed in this bulletin for your convenience.)
*We use the term 1st for the “Old” Testament and 2nd for the
“New” Testament. The NRSV Bible 1st Testament numbers are
found in the front portion of the Bible and the 2nd Testament
numbers are found in the later portion. If this confuses you just
ask someone around you to assist you. Thank you.
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First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9 not in our NRSV
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery;
put on the splendor of glory from God forever:
wrapped in the cloak of justice from God,
bear on your head the mitre that displays
the glory of the eternal name.
For God will show all the earth your splendor:
you will be named by God forever
the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship.
Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights;
look to the east and see your children
gathered from the east and the west
at the word of the Holy One,
rejoicing that they are remembered by God.
Led away on foot by their enemies they left you:
but God will bring them back to you
borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones.
For God has commanded
that every lofty mountain be made low,
and that the age-old depths and gorges
be filled to level ground,
that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God.
The forests and every fragrant kind of tree
have overshadowed Israel at God’s command;
for God is leading Israel in joy
by the light of his glory,
with his mercy and justice for company.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 126:1-6 Responsorial psalm
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
we were like men dreaming.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Then they said among the nations,
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“The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us;
we are glad indeed.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the torrents in the southern desert.
Those who sow in tears
shall reap rejoicing.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Although they go forth weeping,
carrying the seed to be sown,
They shall come back rejoicing,
carrying their sheaves.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Second Reading: Phillipians 1:3-11 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg. 196
6

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense
and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I
long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And
this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more
with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of
God.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 NRSV 2ND Testament page 60
The Proclamation of John the Baptist
3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and
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Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the
words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon: Rev. Benedict
=====================================
All Israel Is Saved.
Romans 11:25b - 29
I want you to understand this mystery: a hardening has come
upon part of Israel, until the full number of the Gentiles has
come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved; as it is written, (Isa.
59:20 and Joel 2:32)
“Out of Zion will come the Deliverer;
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.”
27
“And this is my covenant with them,
when I take away their sins.”
28
As regards the gospel they are enemies of God[j] for your
sake; but as regards election they are beloved, for the sake of
their ancestors; 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
Israel is the wife of God. Jer. 31:31-33; Jer. 3:14-20; Isa. 54:1;
Hos. 2:7, 16, 19-20;

We are the Bride of Christ. Ephesians 5:22, 23; 2 Cor. 11:2;
Rev. 19: 7,8; 21: 2,9; 22:17
God joined us to Christ, For God so loved the world, that God
gave the only begotten Son….(John 3:16). God joined us to
Christ and what God has joined no one has the right to divide.
Hanukkah (http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/06/world/hanukkah-fastfacts/index.html?eref=rss_mostpopular)
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Hanukkah begins on the eve of the 25th day of the Hebrew
month of Kislev and lasts eight days. The starting date on the
western calendar varies from year to year, but usually falls between late November and late December. Hanukkah is the
preferred spelling, but it can also be spelled Chanukah or Chanukkah. .. The Hebrew word Hanukkah means dedication. Hanukkah is also called the Festival of Lights, Feast of Dedication
and Feast of the Maccabees.
Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the Maccabees
over the Syrians and the re-dedication of the Second Temple
of Jerusalem around 165 B.C. Re-dedication was necessary
because Seleucid king of Syria, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, had
defiled the Temple by having an altar to Zeus placed there.
When the Maccabees began preparing the Temple for the rededication, they found that they only had enough oil to light the
Temple for one night. It ended up lasting for eight days, until
the delivery of new consecrated oil. Candles are lit each night
of Hanukkah to commemorate the miracle.
On the first evening, one candle is lit in a special candelabra called a menorah or hanukkiyah. Beginning on the
second night, one candle is added every night until the total
reaches eight on the last night. The candles are lit by a separate candle called a shamash, which is lit first and then is used
to light the other candles. The candles are placed in the menorah from right to left, but are lit from left to right. The New Testament reveals the celebration of Hanukkah in John 10:22.
John tells us that Jesus was at the Temple walking on Solomon's Porch during the "Feast of Dedication." John also tells
us that Jesus reveals an amazing spiritual truth about His divine nature on this holiday. 1 Macc 4:36+ ; 2 Macc 1:18 +
( see also https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah )
===============================================
Upcoming Worship Events at Ray Of Hope Church
December 2 Advent WK II
Hanukkah Starts at sundown Day 1
December 9 Advent WK III Gaudete Sunday Pride in the Winter
Hanukkah last night begins at sundown
Monday December 10 Sundown
December 16 Advent WK IV
December 21 BUDGET MEETING 7:00PM
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December 23 NATIVITY
December 26 Kwanzaa day 1 Umoja (Unity) 8:30 sign on line
each Kwanzaa worship event will start 8:45 PM and end at
9:00 PM.
Dec. 27 Kwanzaa day 2 Kujichagulia (Self determination) 8:45
Dec. 28 Kwanzaa day 3 Ujima (Collective work
&responsibility)
December 28 COUNCIL MEETING 7:00PM
Dec. 29 Kwanzaa day 4 Ujamaa (Cooperative economics)
December 30 Holy Name 8:45 PM
Dec. 30 Kwanzaa day 5 Nia (Purpose)
Dec. 31 Kwanzaa day 6 Kuumba (Creativity)
January 1 Kwanzaa day 7 Imani (Faith)
January 6 Epiphany— Visitation of the Magi
January 13 The Baptism Of The Lord—30 yrs. old
BE DOERS OF THE WORD AND NOT HEARERS ONLY
======== Here is something else you can “DO” from home:
Continue to keep Chad Stanbro in your prayers that his
legs be restored to health and that he follow a good
path in his life.
———————————–——--——————————
This begins the 13th week we are praying for Jay
Brown. Jay did not receive good news at Wills Eye
Hospital and is completely blind at this time. Let’s keep
praying for his eyes to completely heal.https://
www.gofundme.com/kck5ct-team-jay
————————————–———————————————
Update on August Faulk: August’s family is very thankful for
all the continued prayers we are offering. He is grateful and
hopeful. We continue to pray for healing and freedom from all
pain.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS
General Offering for the week of November 25, 2018 — $171.00
Attendance– 7. Special gift: $100.00 from John Lischak to the mortgage. $100.00 Stephen Lucas though the web site. Thank you both
very much for your sharing with us in this work.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday December 4 6:30 - 8:00 Bible Enrichment
Thursday December 6 6:30- 8:30 Movie: Further Tales of the
City
Friday December 21 special Budget Meeting 7:00 PM - all are
welcome to attend and participate in the discussion.
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Ray Of Hope Church Weekly Schedule
Elmira Worship- Sunday 10:30 AM – 380 W. First St. Parsonage/Monastery. Join us live on SKYPE: rayofhope26 is our contact name. Sign on by 10:15 AM.
Syracuse Worship- Sunday 10:30 AM— 2121 E. Genesee St.
Apt. 4 (the home of Robb Bacon)
Bible Enrichment- Tuesday 6:30-8 PM-380 W. First St. Parsonage /Monastery. Or Join us live on SKYPE: rayofhope26 is our
contact name. Sign on by 6:15 PM.
** to call the Pastor: Rev. Shawn Benedict: 607-280-0374*
Policy Concerning Minors at Events
Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all youth
and children to worship with us and participate in our activities. We
endeavor to provide a safe and non-threatening environment for all
children. To this end, we have a Policy Concerning Minors at
Events, which is available from the Clerk upon request and is on our
web site; http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm.
Please enjoy your visit with us, and we hope you will return.
NOTE: On June 15, 1996, as a part of the Ordination Ceremony
and his profession of Benedictine Vows, Rev. Leo W. McDermott, II
retired the use of his secular birth name and was given a new name
in religion, Brother Shawn Francis Benedict.
The Chapel is open daily from about 8:00 AM to 11:00 PM most
days of the year. When the door is unlocked the public is welcome
to come in and pray, read a book, meditate, read Scriptures, and
enjoy the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Visitors are invited
to use the kneelers or sit in the chair or couch of their choice.
Please maintain holy silence in the chapel.

Visitors: Please feel free to fill out the information slip below
and place it in the collection plate. Please indicate any special
needs you may have. All information will be used for church
purposes only.
Name: _________________
Phone:__________________
Email Address: ______________________
___I would like to be included on the church Email list.

___I would like to schedule an appointment with the Pastor.
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Ray Of Hope Church Statement Of Purpose
In the Spirit of God, and in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, we the Faith
Community at Ray Of Hope Church commit to:
• guide and welcome all people to the Free Gift of Salvation
in Christ Jesus, with a God-ordained celebration of all sexual
orientations, and gender expressions, with an open ministry
to persons affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, their families and friends,
• declare and openly assert the truth that same-sex
relationships, founded and fostered in God-centered love, are
holy and blessed, and in fact originate by the work of the Holy
Spirit; and, that God equally uses blessed same-sex and heterosexual Holy Unions and Marriages to bring God’s own
love and good news of “Salvation to all who believe” into the
world,
• uphold, proclaim, and teach the historic Biblical Christian
Doctrine, build community through worship and prayer, break
the bread, and live the ministry of the Holy Spirit,
• change the world around us by living Gospel principles of
social justice in everything we do, thereby exposing all forms
of prejudice, oppression, racism, homophobia, sexism, and
misogyny,
• proclaim the ray of hope, which is the soon coming return
of Christ Jesus, and the fullness of His Eternal Community
where the Will of God will establish liberty, justice, equity, and
peace for all God’s People and the universe.
——————————————————————
Visit us on line:
Our website: www.rayofhopechurch.com
Our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs
————Scripture verses to share with others:———
Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Titus 2:11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all..
John 5:24 Those who hear my word and believe in God who sent me, have
eternal life, will never come under judgment and have passed from death to
life already.

Romans 10:13 “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
(repeated @ Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21) “everyone, anyone who” asks.
“Lord” here refers to God principally as in the book of Joel that is being quoted, so all persons who call on God shall be saved.
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
(Isaiah 43:19 ESV)
“Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelation 21:5)
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