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Ray Of Hope
Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ
“My House shall be a house of prayer for All People.”
(Isaiah 56:7)

Founded: 10/31/1983. Now in our Thirty-seventh year of Ministry. MISSION: Love God, Love your neighbor,
make disciples of every person everywhere.
(Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 28:19)
“This is the time we need to shine.”
“We are standing in Faith and Expecting Victory.”
Veronica Floyd, Moderator

Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B, Appointed Pastor
A very special welcome to our visitors.
You are as welcome here as Jesus Christ Himself.
Scripture exhorts us: “Welcome one another, then, as Christ
welcomed you, for the glory of God” Romans 15:7 (NABRE – 2011)
Guests are invited to participate in all parts of the worship service as you feel comfortable. We are building a wonderful Christ-centered Community here, and we invite
you to share in our joy! After the Worship Service, please join us for a time of refreshments and sharing.

September 13, 2020 The Feast Of The Triumph Of The Cross,
Year A The Twenty-fourth Anniversary of the
Southern Tier Extension
Ray Of Hope Church teaches the same Christian faith of ancient
ecumenical consensus. St. Vincent of Lerins, a fifth century monk
and theologian, described it as
“what has been believed always, everywhere, and by all.”

Scripture Readings for this worship event:
First Reading: Isaiah 45:21-25 NRSV 1st Test. Pg. 676

Psalm: 95 selected verses with responsorial verse

Second Reading: Phillipians 2:5-11 NRSV 2 Test. Pg.
197
nd

Gospel: John 12:31-36a NRSV 2ND Testament page 107
*We use the term 1st for the “Old” Testament and 2nd for the
“New” Testament. The NRSV Bible 1st Testament numbers are
found in the front portion of the Bible and the 2nd Testament
numbers are found in the later portion. If this confuses you just
ask someone around you to assist you. Thank you.
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First Reading: Isaiah 45:21-25 NRSV 1st Test. Pg. 676
Declare and present your case;
let them take counsel together!
Who told this long ago?
Who declared it of old?
Was it not I, the Lord?
There is no other god besides me,
a righteous God and a Saviour;
there is no one besides me.
Turn to me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth!
For I am God, and there is no other.
By myself I have sworn,
from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness
a word that shall not return:
“To me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall swear.” (Isa. 45:23; Phil 2:10;
Rom 14:11)

Only in the Lord, it shall be said of me,
are righteousness and strength;
all who were incensed against him
shall come to him and be ashamed.
In the Lord all the offspring of Israel
shall triumph and glory.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
Psalm: 98 selected verses with responsorial verse
Response: The Lord has made known salvation; Alleluia,
Alleluia.
Sing to the Lord a new song
God has worked wonderful things.
With God’s own hand and holy arm
salvation and victory have come.
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R.: The Lord has made known salvation; Alleluia, Alleluia.
God has made known salvation;
has shown justice to all nations;
has remembered truth and love
for the entire house of Israel.
R.: The Lord has made known salvation; Alleluia, Alleluia.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Should to the Lord, all the earth,
ring out your joy, all you people.
R.: The Lord has made known salvation; Alleluia, Alleluia.
Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp
with the sound of music.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
acclaim the King, the Lord.
R.: The Lord has made known salvation; Alleluia, Alleluia.
Let the sea and all within it, thunder;
the world, and all its peoples.
Let the rivers clap their hands
and the hills ring out their joy.
R.: The Lord has made known salvation; Alleluia, Alleluia.
Rejoice at the presence of the Lord, who comes,
who comes to rule the earth.
God will rule the world with justice
and the peoples with fairness.
R.: The Lord has made known salvation; Alleluia, Alleluia.
Second Reading: Phillipians 2:5-11 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg. 197
5 Your attitude must be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6 Christ, though in the image of God, did’nt deem
equality with God something to be exploited, 7 but
instead became completely empty and took on the
image of oppressed humankind: being born into the
human condition, found in the likeness of a human
being. 8 Jesus was thus humbled—obediently ac3
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cepting death, even death on a cross! 9 Because of
this obedience and resolve, God highly exalted
Christ and gave to Jesus the name above every other name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every
knee must bend in the heavens, on earth, and under
the earth, 11 and every tongue proclaim to the glory
of God: Jesus Christ is Lord!
(Isa. 45:23; Phil
2:10; Rom 14:11)
(loosely based upon The Inclusive Bible - © 2007 by Priests for
Equality)
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
Gospel: John 12:31-36a NRSV 2ND Testament page 107
Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of
this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate
the kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, “We
have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever.
How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who
is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you
for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness,
you do not know where you are going. While you have the light,
believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.”
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
———————————NOTES——————————

Matthew 24:6-8
6
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that
you are not troubled; for all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will
be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places:
all this is but the beginning of the birthpangs.
Jesus said: “And you will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free.” John 8.32 ------------------------------4
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Galatians 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.” Update the terms: There is no
longer a selected Nation . (One is not saved by one’s ethnicity.
Nationality will not cause your condemnation.) It doesn’t matter it you are the employer, CEO, Boss of the company or an
employee, or a volunteer. (One is not saved by one’s status in
the society. Status or lack of status will not bring condemnation upon a person.) It does not matter what your gender is, or
isn’t! (One is not saved by their gender. Gender will not bring
condemnation upon you either.) ----------------------------------------9-12-20 The Scriptures may be understood through the lens of
three addressed groups or associations: The Jews, the Gentiles (nations), and the church. 1 Corinthians 10:32 reads:
Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the
church of God .
Israel, the Jews are secure in God’s plan of salvation. Isaiah
45:25 In the Lord all the offspring of Israel shall triumph.
Romans 11:26 “26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion,
And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;
27
For this is My covenant with them,
When I take away their sins.”
Is. 59:20 20 “The Redeemer will come to Zion,
And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob,” Says
the Lord.
Is 40:9 O Zion, You who bring good tidings, Get up into the
high mountain; O Jerusalem, You who bring good tidings,
Lift up your voice with strength, Lift it up, be not afraid;
Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”
Joel 2:3232 And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the name of the Lord
Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there
shall be deliverance, As the Lord has said,
Among the remnant whom the Lord calls.
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All nations, Gentiles, are called and saved through the Cross.
Today, September 13, 2020 we celebrate the 24th Anniversary
of the first worship service held in the Southern Tier Saturday
September 14, 1996. The congregation met in homes and in
bars until the generous donation of the Elmira building in 2001.
Today begins then the 25th year of service in the Southern Tier, the Silver Jubilee year.

Let’s see what we can remember and add to this blank space
about our story.

==============================================
Quote from the Democratic Platform 2020; Page 39 HEALING
THE SOUL OF AMERICA Democrats believe in bringing the American people
together, not stoking division and distrust. President Trump has denigrated
virtually every segment of American society—and in so doing, he has insulted the very idea of America itself. Healing the soul of America means facing
up to the deepest inequities in our society, from structural racism to misogyny to discrimination against people with disabilities, and enacting ambitious measures to fix them.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS

General Offering for last week; Worship September 6,
2020 - Offering: $219.00. Attendance - 5. Thanks to everyone.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Veronica Floyd is nominated to be considered for a two year
position on the Council. Voting will be during the September
20 Semi-Annual Meeting.
Tuesday September 15 6:30 p.m. Bible Enrichment Session.
September Council Meeting Friday Sept. 18
Semi-Annual Meeting September 20
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Ray Of Hope Church Weekly Schedule
Elmira Worship- Sunday 10:30 AM – 380 W. First St. Parsonage/Monastery. Join us live on SKYPE: rayofhope26 is our contact name. Sign on by 10:15 AM.
Syracuse Worship- looking for a host in Syracuse. For more
information Click Here.
Bible Enrichment- Tuesday 6:30-8 PM-380 W. First St. Parsonage /Monastery. Or Join us live on SKYPE: rayofhope26 is our
contact name. Sign on by 6:15 PM. Click Here.
** to call the Pastor: Rev. Shawn Benedict: 607-280-0374*
Policy Concerning Minors at Events
Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all youth
and children to worship with us and participate in our activities. We
endeavor to provide a safe and non-threatening environment for all
children. To this end, we have a Policy Concerning Minors at
Events, which is available from the Clerk upon request and is on our
web site; http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm.
Please enjoy your visit with us, and we hope you will return.
NOTE: On June 15, 1996, as a part of the Ordination Ceremony
and his profession of Benedictine Vows, Rev. Leo W. McDermott, II
retired the use of his secular birth name and was given a new name
in religion, Brother Shawn Francis Benedict.
The Chapel will not be open to the public at this time as we try to
do out part to stop the spread of COVID-19. However, all of our
regular services will be available live on Skype. To get the information on how to use Skype to participate with us Click Here.. As
soon as the ban on group meeting in New York State is lifted the
chapel will be reopened.

Visitors: Please feel free to fill out the information slip below
and place it in the collection plate. Please indicate any special
needs you may have. All information will be used for church
purposes only.
Name: _________________
Phone:__________________
Email Address: ______________________
___I would like to be included on the church Email list.

___I would like to schedule an appointment with the Pastor.
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Ray Of Hope Church Statement Of Purpose
In the Spirit of God, and in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, we the Faith
Community at Ray Of Hope Church commit to:
• guide and welcome all people to the Free Gift of Salvation
in Christ Jesus, with a God-ordained celebration of all sexual
orientations, and gender expressions, with an open ministry
to persons affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, their families and friends,
• declare and openly assert the truth that same-sex
relationships, founded and fostered in God-centered love, are
holy and blessed, and in fact originate by the work of the Holy
Spirit; and, that God equally uses blessed same-sex and heterosexual Holy Unions and Marriages to bring God’s own
love and good news of “Salvation to all who believe” into the
world,
• uphold, proclaim, and teach the historic Biblical Christian
Doctrine, build community through worship and prayer, break
the bread, and live the ministry of the Holy Spirit,
• change the world around us by living Gospel principles of
social justice in everything we do, thereby exposing all forms
of prejudice, oppression, racism, homophobia, sexism, and
misogyny,
• proclaim the ray of hope, which is the soon coming return
of Christ Jesus, and the fullness of His Eternal Community
where the Will of God will establish liberty, justice, equity, and
peace for all God’s People and the universe.
——————————————————————
Visit us on line:
Our website: www.rayofhopechurch.com
Our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs
————Scripture verses to share with others:———
Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Titus 2:11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all..
John 5:24 Those who hear my word and believe in God who sent me, have
eternal life, will never come under judgment and have passed from death to
life already.

Romans 10:13 “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
(repeated @ Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21) “everyone, anyone who” asks.
“Lord” here refers to God principally as in the book of Joel that is being quoted, so all persons who call on God shall be saved.
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
(Isaiah 43:19 ESV)
“Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelation 21:5)
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