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#f» Ray Of Hope
Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ

“My House shall be a house of prayer for All People.”
(Isaiah 56:7)

Founded: 10/31/1983. Now in our Thirty-seventh year of Min-

ISt[ Y. MISSION: Love God, Love your neighbor,
make disciples of every person everywhere.
(Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 28:19)

“This is the time we need to shine.”

“We are standing in Faith and Expecting Victory.”
Veronica Floyd, Moderator

Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B, Appointed Pastor

A very special welcome to our visitors.
You are as welcome here as Jesus Christ Himself.
Scripture exhorts us: “Welcome one another, then, as Christ
welcomed you, for the glory of God” Romans 15:7 (NABRE — 2011)

Guests are invited to participate in all parts of the worship service as you feel com-
fortable. We are building a wonderful Christ-centered Community here, and we invite
you to share in our joy! After the Worship Service, please join us for a time of re-
freshments and sharing.

September 27, 2020 17th Sunday of Pentecost Year A
Ray Of Hope Church teaches the same Christian faith of ancient
ecumenical consensus. St. Vincent of Lerins, a fifth century monk
and theologian, described it as
“what has been believed always, everywhere, and by all.”

Scripture Readings for this worship event:

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 NRSV 1st Test. pg.
784

Psalm: 25:1-8 with responsorial verse

Second Reading: Phillipians 2:1-13 NRSV 2" Test. Pg.
197

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 NRSV 2"° Testament page
23

*We use the term 1st for the “Old” Testament and 2nd for the
“New” Testament. The NRSV Bible 1st Testament numbers are
found in the front portion of the Bible and the 2nd Testament
numbers are found in the later portion. If this confuses you just
ask someone around you to assist you. Thank you.
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First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 NRSV 1st Test. pg. 784

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by re-
peating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge”? As | live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more
be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the
person who sins that shall die.

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O
house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their right-
eousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again,
when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall
save their life. Because they considered and turned away
from all the transgressions that they had committed, they
shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel
says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel,
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you ac-
cording to your ways, says the Lord Gob. Repent and turn
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your
ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Isra-
el? For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says
the Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 25:1-8 with responsorial verse
R: Oh God, | lift up my soul and give all my trust to you.

1 To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul;
my God, | put my trust in you;
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let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

R: Oh God, | lift up my soul and give all my trust to you.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame;
let the treacherous be disappointed in their
schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.

R: Oh God, | lift up my soul and give all my trust to you.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have | trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans-
gressions;
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.

R: Oh God, | lift up my soul and give all my trust to you.
7 Gracious and upright is the LORD;
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right
and teaches his way to the lowly.
R: Oh God, | lift up my soul and give all my trust to you.

Second Reading: Phillipians 2:1-13 NRSV 2™ Test. Pg. 197

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consola-
tion from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion
and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of
one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but
in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the inter-
ests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
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did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed
me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both
to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 NRSV 2"° Testament page 23

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and
said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will
also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then
I will also tell you by what authority | do these things. Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of hu-
man origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you
not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
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them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing
these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He an-
swered, ‘| will not’; but later he changed his mind and went.
The father went to the second and said the same; and he an-
swered, ‘Il go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in
the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NOTES

Matthew 24:6-8

® And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not
troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not
yet. ” For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against king-
dom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in vari-
ous places: all this is but the beginning of the birthpangs.

Jesus said: “And you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free.” John 8.32

Galatians 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.” Update the terms: There is no longer a selected Na-
tion . (One is not saved by one’s ethnicity. Nationality will not cause
your condemnation.) It doesn’t matter it you are the employer, CEO,
Boss of the company or an employee, or a volunteer. (One is not
saved by one’s status in the society. Status or lack of status will not
bring condemnation upon a person.) It does not matter what your
gender is, or isn’tl (One is not saved by their gender. Gender will
not bring condemnation upon you either.)
| am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principali-
ties nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor
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depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38)

“My House shall be a house of prayer for All People.”
(Isaiah 56:7)
Romans 14:7-10 " For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to

himself. ® For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to
the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. * For to
this end Christ died #land rose and lived again, that He might be Lord
of both the dead and the living.

Christ died and rose again for this very purpose--to be Lord both of
the living and of the dead. (New Living Translation)

Ezekiel 18:4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent
as well as the life of the child is mine. NRSV

Ezekiel 18:4 “Behold, all souls are Mine;
The soul of the father As well as the soul of the son is Mine;

All the animals and the birds are mine says God. (Psalm
50:10,11) '° For every beast of the forest is Mine,
And the cattle on a thousand hills.

IA very blessed and happy 40th Birthday to lan McLaughlin Friday |
I October 2nd. This starts the “holy year” (everything happens in I
140s in the Bible so the 40th year is one’s “holy year” ya’ see! I
:_We pray lan will have a very holy birthday and a holy year. |
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS
General Offering for last week; Worship September 20,

12020 - Offering: $388.00. Attendance - 8. Thanks to everyone.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday September 29 6:30 p.m. Bible Enrichment Session.
Thursday October 1 7:00 p.m. Dress Practice for WCS

World Communion Sunday 10:00 sign on time October 4
Council Meeting October 25 2:00 p.m.

November 1 The Feast Of All Saints and the celebration of the
37th Anniversary Of Ray Of Hope Church, October 31, 2020 .
The start of the 38th year of ministry.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14%3A7-10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28290a
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** to call the Pastor: Rev. Shawn Benedict: 607-280-0374*

Policy Concerning Minors at Events

Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all youth
and children to worship with us and participate in our activities. We
endeavor to provide a safe and non-threatening environment for all
children. To this end, we have a Policy Concerning Minors at
Events, which is available from the Clerk upon request and is on our
web site; http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm.
Please enjoy your visit with us, and we hope you will return.

NOTE: On June 15, 1996, as a part of the Ordination Ceremony
and his profession of Benedictine Vows, Rev. Leo W. McDermott, Il
retired the use of his secular birth name and was given a new name
in religion, Brother Shawn Francis Benedict.

The Chapel is not open to the general public at this time as we try to
do out part to stop the spread of COVID-19. All of our regular ser-
vices will be available live on Skype and we are adding Facebook
Live. To get the information on how to use Skype to participate with
us Click Here.. Visit our Facebook page Click Here. As soon as it
reasonably safe and prudent the chapel will be reopened. Call for
an appointment if you want some time to come in and pray.

Visitors: Please feel free to fill out the information slip below
and place it in the collection plate. Please indicate any special
needs you may have. All information will be used for church
purposes only.

Name:
Phone:

Email Address:

____l'would like to be included on the church Email list.

v O



http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Location.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/BibleEnrichment.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/view.htm
https://www.facebook.com/lgbtqsia2ssByYou/
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+ Ray Of Hope Church Statement Of Purpose

In the Spirit of God, and in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, we the Faith
Community at Ray Of Hope Church commit to:

* guide and welcome all people to the Free Gift of Salvation
in Christ Jesus, with a God-ordained celebration of all sexual
orientations, and gender expressions, with an open ministry
to persons affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, their fami-
lies and friends,

* declare and openly assert the truth that same-sex
relationships, founded and fostered in God-centered love, are
holy and blessed, and in fact originate by the work of the Holy
Spirit; and, that God equally uses blessed same-sex and het-
erosexual Holy Unions and Marriages to bring God’s own
love and good news of “Salvation to all who believe” into the
world,

e uphold, proclaim, and teach the historic Biblical Christian
Doctrine, build community through worship and prayer, break
the bread, and live the ministry of the Holy Spirit,

* change the world around us by living Gospel principles of
social justice in everything we do, thereby exposing all forms
of prejudice, oppression, racism, homophobia, sexism, and
misogyny,

 proclaim the ray of hope, which is the soon coming return
of Christ Jesus, and the fullness of His Eternal Community
where the Will of God will establish liberty, justice, equity, and
peace for all God’'s People and the universe.

Visit us on line:

Our website: www.rayofhopechurch.com
Our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtgs
Scripture verses to share with others:

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Titus 2:11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all..

John 5:24 Those who hear my word and believe in God who sent me, have
eternal life, will never come under judgment and have passed from death to
life already.

Romans 10:13 “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
(repeated @ Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21) “everyone, anyone who” asks.

“Lord” here refers to God principally as in the book of Joel that is being quot-

ed, so all persons who call on God shall be saved.

“Behold, | am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
(Isaiah 43:19 ESV)
“Behold, | make all things new.” (Revelation 21:5)

8



http://www.rayofhopechurch.com
http://www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs

